Sign of the (bad) times 

Today's issue of the Post 
is the smallest -Sunday edi- 
tion of the paper I can re- 
member. It has none of the 
usual special advertising 
inserts by the major stores 
and chains. Because this is 
the last Sunday before Xmas, 
the important sales period^ 
and because there has been 
rather heavy advertising in 
the Post and the local papers, 
I believe this represents how 
bad business really is and 
that the advertisers do not 
believe the costs of addition- 
al ads in this pre— Xmas issue i 
would justify their cost. 

While I cannot be sure 
I do not recall the Post ever 
skipping an issue of its maga- 
zine gging back to its ori- 
ginal form, Potomac hagazind, 
about 25 years ago. 

Without saying it the 
Post suggests that the skipped 
issues of other magazines are 
those of newspaper magazines.' 

Three shopping days re- 
main before Xmas. 



The Washington Post Magazine, like many other 
publications, is not being published this week. 

Dave Parry s column and the crossword are in 
Style today. 

The Magazine will be back December 29 with a 
very special year-end issue. Maty one Williams 
looks back at a strange year that brought us the 
Persian Gulf War, the end of communism- — and 
business as usual back home. A nd Dave Parry 
contributes his own inimitable reprise of 1991. 




